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COURSE DESCRIPTION: 
This online course provides an introduction to the Old Testament and its three main canonical units with a view to 
application to ministry.  Students will be introduced to the biblical world and its influence on the understanding of 
the Old Testament.  They will be exposed to principles of biblical exegesis and interpretation through the study of 
selected passages.   
 
 
CLASS OBJECTIVES: LEARNING OUTCOMES 
A diligent application to the course themes should enable students to: 
 articulate the significance of the three/four major canonical units of the Old Testament/Hebrew Bible for 

Jewish and Christian communities 
 understand Israelite history and its influence on the development and presentation of the scriptural texts 
 identify key persons, places and moments in the world of the Old Testament/Hebrew Bible 
 demonstrate a beginning knowledge of the history of interpretation of the Old Testament/Hebrew Bible 

with emphasis on current themes in Old Testament/Hebrew Bible study 
 articulate the learning implications of sacred scriptures shared by two major faiths 
 apply their exegetical skills in ministry (e.g. teaching, preaching, leading bible study) 
 access English-language resources and exegetical tools including online resources 
 work confidently and competently with scriptural texts. 

 
PREREQUISITES:   
There are no prerequisites for the course. 
  
REQUIRED TEXTS: 

1. A modern English translation of the Bible such as the New Revised Standard Version or the New 
American Bible  

2. Collins, John J.  Introduction to the Hebrew Bible.  Minneapolis: Fortress Press, 2004.  
 

POSSIBLE ASSIGNMENTS/PRESENTATIONS/TESTS: 
Course requirements include weekly readings, participation online (twice a week), preparation of an exegetical 
paper (five to seven pages), and a weekly journal (to be submitted to professor in three installments). 
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