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THE CONTENT OF THIS DESCRIPTION IS NOT A LEARNING CONTRACT AND THE INSTRUCTOR IS NOT
BOUND TO IT. IT IS OFFERED IN GOOD FAITH AND INTENDED AS A HELPFUL GUIDE TO THE STUDENT.
THE OFFICIAL COURSE SYLLABUS WILL BE PROVIDED AT THE FIRST CLASS.

TITLE: Introducing Hebrew Wisdom Literature

TERM:_F  YEAR: 20119 [September to December 2011]

PROFESSOR: Igal German

REGISTRATION: UNLIMITED

COURSE DESCRIPTION:

The course introduces the Hebrew Wisdom literature of the Old Testament [the books of Proverbs, Job,
Qoheleth (Ecclesiastes)] in its literary-historical context and explores common literary genres and theological
motifs (form and content). Lectures, examinations and final exegetical paper.

CLASS OBJECTIVES: Upon completion of this course, the student should be able to:

1. Outline and explain the literary-historical contours of Proverbs, Job, and Qoheleth.

2. Understand and identify the ancient Near Eastern setting and the canonical formation of the Wisdom
books.

3. Evaluate the theological features of the Wisdom literature and apply them in contemporary life and
ministry.

PREREQUISITES: Introduction to the Old Testament

REQUIRED TEXTS:

1. Modern English Bible (e.g., NIV, NASB, NRSV)

2. Stuart, Weeks. An Introduction to the Study of Wisdom Literature. New York: T&T Clark, 2010.

3. Alter, Robert. The Wisdom Books: Job, Proverbs, and Ecclesiastes: a Translation with Commentary. New
York: W.W. Norton, 2010.

POSSIBLE ASSIGNMENTS/PRESENTATIONS/TESTS:
Tests (3) — 60%

Exegetical paper — 40%
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