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COURSE DESCRIPTION: 

Theology of creation; the human person in its created existence in the image of Christ; origin of 
humankind; doctrine of original sin. 

 
 
CLASS OBJECTIVES: 
 

1. The One Plan of God - [The Why or Blueprint] 
The Unity of God’s Plan in creation and redemption. The hermeneutical key or link is 
Christ, creation in Christ (GS 22) and redemption by Christ. The plan thus involves 
two stages in two creations.  

2. Old Testament- The Origins of Man, the First Creation - [How it came about] 
Basic Text is Genesis 1-3. The Priestly and Yahwist accounts. Man as apex of creation, 
the universe as his home.  

3. New Testament- New Creation in Baptism - [How it is fulfilled] 
The key Christological texts.  

4. The Three Elements of Creation- Creator, Creating, Creation - [The Theology] 
Creator as transcendent and immanent. His creative activity as Trinitarian, free, and 
transcendent. Creation as  

5. The 6 Dimensions of Man, Apex of creation - [The Apex] 
Dimensions of Body-soul; person; man-woman; history;  . The Christian understanding 
of human existence. 

6. The Form of His World- Evolution - [The Context] - 
Examination of Possibility of Evolution. De Chardin’s vision of Divine action 
combining with material evolution in a synthesis that leads to Christ. 

7. Man’s Destiny in Communion (Theology of Body) - [The Goal] 
Pope John Paul II’s Theology of the Body.  

8. Sin: Primordial, Original, and Personal - [The Obstacle] 
The terrible catastrophe that was Primordial Sin. The terrible aftermath that gave the 
legacy of Original Sin. Personal Sin in our Lives. Sin and the Cross. 

9. Angels, the Other Order in Creation- [A Parallel History] 
The nature and story of the angels. Angels intertwined with man’s history, both in 
creation and redemption. The good Angels and the Church, including guardian angels. 
The work of the fallen angels. 

 
PREREQUISITES: 
 This course presupposes that the student has either studied or is currently taking a course on  
 Christology; other interested students should see the instructor. 



 
 
REQUIRED TEXTS: 

- Jose Morales, Creation Theology, Dublin: Four Courts Press, 2001. 
- Hans Urs von Balthasar, A Theology of History, San Francisco: Ignatius Press, 1994 
[ Helpful: Joseph Ratzinger. In the Beginning…: A Catholic Understanding of the Creation  

 and the Fall. Edinburgh, T & T Clark 1995 ] 
 
 

POSSIBLE ASSIGNMENTS/PRESENTATIONS/TESTS: 
 
Oral Exam:   50% (15 mins), 3 Questions: (A) 2 questions from lecture  
    Questions, (B) 1 question to demonstrate knowledge of    
  assigned Readings. - Dec 15, 2009 
Participation   10 % 
Midterm Test  20% (Oct 20, 2009) 
Mini-Synthesis  20% (4 pages, due Nov 10, 2009) 

Mini-Synthesis (Christ and history): Hans Urs von Balthasar, A Theology of History (“The Inclusion of 
History within the Life of Christ” & “Christ the Norm of History”), 51-111 (“Introduction” is helpful). 
Write a 4 page (double-spaced, 12 font) synthesis. What is his main thesis or vision, how does he 
demonstrate it? Due on Nov 10, 2009. [available at Crux Bookstore] 

 
 
ABRIDGED BIBLIOGRAPHY: 

 
PRIMARY REFERENCES (Reserve Shelf) 

 
- John Paul II, “Original Unity of Man and Woman: Catechesis on the Book of Genesis, “  
 in Theology of the Body: Human Love in the Divine Plan. Boston, Daughters of St.  
 Paul, 1997. 
- Prokes, Mary Timothy, Toward a Theology of the Body, Toronto: University of Toronto  
 Press,  2005. 
- von Balthasar, Hans Urs. Theodrama II: Dramatis Personae: Man in God. San Francisco,  Ignatius 
Press, 1990.  
- von Balthasar, Hans Urs. Theology of History, San Francisco, Ignatius Press, 1963.  
- Gilkey, Langdon, Maker of Heaven and Earth: the Christian Doctrine of Creation in Light of  
 Modern Knowledge, Doubleday, N.Y., 1965.  
- Danielou, Jean. The Angels and their Mission according to the Fathers of the Church, Allen,  
 Texas: Newman Press, 1957. 
-  Schmaus, Michael, Dogma 2: God and Creation, London, Sheed & Ward 1988. 
- Dubay, Thomas, The Evidential Power of Beauty: Science and Theology Meet, San  
 Francisco, Ignatius Press, 1999.  
- Zizioulas, John. D. Being as Communion: Studies in Personhood and the Church. New  
 York: St Vladimir's Seminary Press, 1993. 
- Behe, Michael. Darwin’s Black Box. New York: Free Press, 1996. 
- Jaki, Stanley. Science and Creation. Lanham, Md.: University Press of America, 1974,  
 1990. 
 
 



ADDITIONAL RELATED WORKS 
 
Rahner, Karl. Foundations of Christian Faith: An Introduction to the Idea of Christianity. New  
 York: Crossroad Publ. Co., 1986. 
Burns, J. Patout (ed). Theological Anthropology. Augsburg Fortress Pubs.,1994. 
de Lubac, Henri. Augustinianism in Modern Theology. New York: Crossroad Publishing,  
 2000 
de Chardin, P. Teilhard. The Divine Milieu. London: Collins, 1964. 
_____________________. The Phenomenon of Man. London: Collins, 1965. 
Lossky, Vladimir. The Mystical Theology of the Eastern Church. New York: St. Vladimir's  
 Seminary Press, 1976. 
Daly, Gabriel. Creation and Redemption. Wilmington: Glazier, 1989. 
Gilkey, Langdon. Naming the Whirlwind. New York : Bobbs-Merrill, 1969 
_______________. Reaping the Whirlwind. New York : Seabury Press, c1976. 
Schillebeeckx, Edward. Christ, Church: The Human Story of God. New York : Crossroad,  
 1991. 
Lyonnet, S. & L. Sabourin, Sin, Redemption, and Sacrifice: A Biblical and Patristic Study,  
 Rome: Biblical Institute Press, 1970. 
Sachs J., The Christian Vision of Humanity. Collegeville Mn 1991 
Comblin, J., Being Human. London: Burns and Oates, 1990 
Rodgers, Margaret & Thomas, Max (eds). A Theology of the Human Person. Collins  
 Dove, 1992.  
Latourelle, René, Vatican II: Assessment and Perspectives, New York: Paulist Press. Vol. 1  
 1988,  Vols. 2 & 3, 1989. 
Jaki, Stanley. Chance or Reality. Lanham, Md.: University Press of America, 1986. 
Krauss, Lawrence M. Fear of Physics: A Guide to the Perplexed. New York: BasicBooks,  
 c1993. 
Denton, Michael. Evolution: A Theory in Crisis. Bethesda, Md.: Adler and Adler, 1986. 
Augros, Robert & George Stanciu. The New Story of Science. Lake Bluff, Ill.: Regnery  
 Gateway, 1984. 
Gaden, John. A Vision of Wholeness. Ed. Duncan Reid. Dwyer, 1994. 
Polkinghorne John, Science and Creation: The Search for Understanding. Boston : New  
 Science Library, 1989, c1988.  
Barbour, Ian, Religion and Science: Historical and Contemporary Issues. San Francisco:  Harper, 1997. 
Polkinghorne, John. 1994. Science and Christian Belief: Theological Reflections of a Bottom- 
 Up Thinker. London: SPCK.  
 
 

REFERENCE WORKS (available at SAS Reference Section): 
 
- Neuner, J. & J. Dupuis. The Christian Faith in the Doctrinal Documents of the Catholic  
 Church. N.Y., Alba House, 2001. 
- Tanner, Norman, P., ed. Decrees of the Ecumenical Church. 2 vols. Washington and  
 London, 1990.  
- International Theological Commission, Texts and Documents 1969-1985, San Francisco,  Ignatius 
Press, 1989. 
- Rynne, Xavier, Vatican Council II: An authoritative one-volume version of the four historic  
 books,  New York: Farrar, Straus and Giroux, 1968. 



- Flannery, Austin, ed., Vatican Council II: Conciliar and Post-Conciliar Documents.  
 Costello Publishing, 1996. 
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