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COURSE DESCRIPTION:  A survey of western philosophy from the pre-Socratics to Augustine. 
The course will take a combined historical and thematic approach, focusing on positions and problems
in the areas of metaphysics (the nature of reality), epistemology (theory of knowledge), human nature 
(philosophical anthropology), and the purpose of human life individually and collectively (ethics and
political philosophy). 

CLASS OBJECTIVES:  To develop a critical understanding of major schools of thought in ancient 
western philosophy and consider their relevance for life in the contemporary world. Students will 
acquire a conceptual grasp of some of the main thought-forms in Greek philosophy that influenced 
Christian theology. 

PREREQUISITES:  None



REQUIRED TEXT:  None. Photocopied readings from original sources will be used. 

POSSIBLE ASSIGNMENTS/PRESENTATIONS/TESTS:


 – introductory assignment (10%), 2 short essays (35% each), final exam (20%)
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