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TITLE: Bioethics  TERM:    F YEAR: 2009 -2010 
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REGISTRATION:  LIMITED TO       UNLIMITED    
  
 
COURSE DESCRIPTION: 
A study of the morality of human conduct with regard to life issues: new reproductive technologies, abortion, 
healthcare problems, euthanasia and concepts of the person, etc. Lectures, readings, discussions, paper and final 
exam and limited online component,using Blackboard (details of online component) to be discussed during first 
class.  
 
(pre-requisite: Fundamental Christian Ethics)  
 
 
CLASS OBJECTIVES: 
To deepen understanding of the foundations of a Catholic approach to bioethics (the meaning of personhood, 
the mystery of suffering, principles of Catholic moral reasoning, etc.) 
 
To bring fundamental principles in Catholic moral teaching to bear on questions such as those posed by new 
reproductive technologies, the new genetics, stem cell research, abortion, euthanasia, the reality of scarce 
medical resources, the dynamics of our complex secular society, etc.  
 
To introduce students to a variety of useful resources in the area of contemporary bioethics  
 
Classes will combine lecture with case-based discussions of the concrete/pastoral implications of topics. 
 
PREREQUISITES: 
Fundamental Christian Ethics 
 
 
REQUIRED TEXTS: 
Ashley, Benedict M. and Jean Deblois and Kevin D. O’Rourke. Health Care Ethics: A Catholic Theological 
Analysis. 5th Edition. Washington, D.C.: Georgetown University Press, 2006. 
 
Also: 
Declaration on Euthanasia  

 
Gospel of Life (Evangelium Vitae or “EV”) 
 
Instruction on Respect for Human Life in its Origin and on the Dignity of Procreation (Donum Vitae or 
“DV”) 

 
On the Christian Meaning of Human Suffering (Salvifici Dolores) 



 
Weekly “reading packets” (popular articles, opposing viewpoints, clinical aspects, etc.) will be provided by 
the instructor (at cost). 
 
Course texts available at Crux Books, 5 Hoskin Ave., Toronto (416-599-2749) 
 
POSSIBLE ASSIGNMENTS/PRESENTATIONS/TESTS: 
1) Response Paper (based on case study of choice; 10-12 pages, double-spaced)     
           40% 
2) Participation in class discussions (including 2 weeks of online discussion)     
           15% 
3) Final written exam         45% 

 
(all grading will be according to TST guidelines: please see TST Basic Degree Handbook; syllabus subject to 
slight modification, according to professor’s discretion) 
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