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COURSE DESCRIPTION: 

The Christological-Trinitarian foundation of Mary’s role in salvation history and in the Church is developed 
in two areas: (1) the foundations from Vatican II, Scripture, Church Fathers, and the four Marian dogmas; (2) 
the celebration of Mary in liturgy, popular piety, and spirituality. Finally, Mary is studied in light of 
ecumenism, and in one contemporary theologian and twentieth-century developments for her profound 
significance for today. 

 

 

CLASS OBJECTIVES: 

Students are asked through the two Exams, and to a lesser extent in the Synthesis, to 
demonstrate an Understanding of: 

 Mary’s link to Christ (“indissolubly linked”), to the Church and to each Christian (as 
“Eschatological Icon”). The significance and practical implications of the Mariology of Vatican II 
(especially Lumen Gentium), especially that the Church is “Marian” in her foundations. 

 What Scripture Reveals of Mary’s role: Fulfillment of Old Testament Images (e.g., Covenant, Ark 
of Covenant, the Church). 

 The Development of the Four Marian Dogmas and of Veneration to Mary in the Four Ages of 
History (e.g., will discern 4 Contexts and 4 Emphases of Marian veneration and intercession in 
these ages). 

 Mary’s Presence in Liturgy and Devotions and the Complementarity of the liturgy and devotions. 

 Mary’s Mediation in the Debate with Protestantism. 

 The “Marian Principle” of Hans Urs von Balthasar. His understanding of her relevance to the 
Church today, especially as Representing the Laity and her "Presence" in the Lay Movements. 

 

 

PREREQUISITES: 

This course presupposes that the student has either studied or is currently taking related courses, 
like Christology or Ecclesiology. Exceptions can be made on case by case basis. 

 

 

REQUIRED TEXTS: 

Reader and notes provided at cost. See bibliography for sources. 
 

 

 



POSSIBLE ASSIGNMENTS/PRESENTATIONS/TESTS: 

 Oral Exam:   - 50% (15 mins, 3 Questions, Dec 12, 2011) 
 Midterm Test  - 20% (Nov 17, 2011) 
 Participation   - 10 % 
 Synthesis   - 20% (4 pages, due Nov 21, 2011)  

Mini-Synthesis (on Scripture): Ignace de la Potterie, Mary in the Mystery of the Covenant, xxiii-xl, 
211-266 (“Biblical Background,” “The Spiritual Maternity of Mary,” & “The Woman Crowned 
with Stars”) [Out of Print]. Write a 4 page (double-spaced, 11 font) synthesis. What is his main 
thesis or vision, how does he demonstrate it, is it valid?  
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