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COURSE DESCRIPTION: This course is an introduction to the thought of St. Thomas Aquinas (1225-1274), 
the most influential Catholic theologian of the last millennium.  No previous knowledge of Aquinas or of 
philosophy is presumed.  We will start by looking at Aquinas’ program of remaking Christian theology in light 
of the best philosophy and science of his day; then we will examine his views on human action, human nature, 
human knowing and philosophical theology.  Students will be required to participate in on-line discussions, to 
write a book review and to write a 1,500 word essay. 
 
CLASS OBJECTIVES:   
• To describe and distinguish the different ways we can know God: through faith, through positive but 

analogical knowledge, and through univocal but negative knowledge. 
• To identify the cardinal and theological virtues and explain how they co-operate in leading humans to 

happiness. 
• To define and describe the interrelations between human, natural, eternal and divine law. 
• To explain the paradox of how the human soul is both the form of the body (and therefore dependent on it) 

and subsistent (and therefore independent of it). 
• To describe the process by which humans move from sensation through imagination to knowledge. 
 
PREREQUISITES:  None. 
  
REQUIRED TEXTS:   
Kreeft, Peter, ed.  A Summa of the Summa: The Essential Philosophical Passages of St. Thomas Aquinas’  

Summa theologiae Edited and Explained for Beginners.  San Francisco: Ignatius Press, 1990. 
Pieper, Josef.  Guide to Thomas Aquinas.  Trans. by Richard and Clara Winston.  San Francisco: Ignatius Press,  

1986. 
 

POSSIBLE ASSIGNMENTS/PRESENTATIONS/TESTS: 
Weekly participation in on-line discussions:  60% 
Book review:      10% 
1,500 word expository essay:    30% 
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New York: Benzinger Bros., 1947-8. 
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