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COURSE DESCRIPTION: 
This course will explore the prophets of Israel from their historical contexts, identify distinct types of prophecy 
present in the Hebrew Bible/Old Testament, explore the development of prophecy as a phenomena and genre 
and identify major theological themes present in the prophets like the presence/absence of God, the role of sin, 
and differing versions of restoration. Attention will be paid to Israelite prophets’ relation to similar/different 
ancient Near Eastern figures and the prophetic contributions to Israelite expressions of God (particularly shifts 
from polytheism to monotheism). Basic methods of exegesis will be reinforced and attention paid to a Catholic 
framework for interpreting scripture as understood from Church documents.  
 
CLASS OBJECTIVES: 
After careful attention to readings and assignments the student should be able to:  

• Understand the historical contexts of prophetic books and their significance for interpretation.  
• Have a basic understanding of different stages of prophetic expression in Israelite history.  
• Articulate the major theological themes of various prophetic books. 
• Have a sense and some competence in exegetical method and its associated tools related to the prophetic 

corpus.  
• Be able to apply the results of exegesis to faith and articulating the faith in various preaching ministries. 

 
PREREQUISITES: Introduction to the Old Testament 
  
REQUIRED TEXTS: 
 
Joseph Blenkinsopp, A History of Prophecy in Israel. Revised and Enlarged; Philadelphia: Westminster John 
 Knox Press, 1996. 

A modern English translation of the Bible such as the New Revised Standard Version or the New  
American Bible (The Catholic Study Bible. 2nd edition. Oxford University Press, 2006.)  

POSSIBLE ASSIGNMENTS/PRESENTATIONS/TESTS: 
Quizzes:              10% 
Exam 1:   30% 
Exam 2:    30% 
Essay:        30% 
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